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Hello, Everyone:

Going through my mail, | ran across a newslettéhwimessage from a colleague who is also a gosratifrLarry Norris,

Director of the Arkansas Department of Correctiand president of the Association of State Correefid\dministrators,

wrote a message f@ommunications Directions, newsletter of the ASCA, that | want to share withi. | decided to have
Larry stand in as a guest columnist this week.

“Maybe I'm just one of those people who are eaaityazed. | mean, it doesn't take very much to amaze For example,
every time | see a professional golfer strike thk, ham amazed. They can make it sail three hashgtards or better,
curve it right or left and stop it on a dime. h¢an the other hand, make the ball go. Well, mbste time | can make
the ball go. But the ability to determine how itagoes, in which direction it travels and whertartds seems to be
missing from my set of golfing skills. As a hackieam just happy | hit the ball and it moves.

Sometimes after round of golf, | like to have aeniteak dinner because steak always hits the #figr decades and
decades eating steak, | am still amazed by how gbagy/es and filets taste. You would think the/@r would fade over
the years; that it would become more run of thé. nBut it hasn’t. A good steak tastes just aagteday as it did when |
was young, and that’'s amazing.

| am also amazed every time mallards are lured ithé sound of a duck call. There’s just sometlsibgut it that astound
me, even after all these years. And next duckosedfsl'm able, you will find me hiding in the bsh of the scatters,
dressed in my cold weather gear, with my shotgadéd, doing my best to call in the drakes. Spet saund the call,
and watch him glide towards you. But make the \rsound or the wrong move, and away he flies. 'Shia¢ way
hunting goes. Sometimes | bag a few birds and somae | leave without ever firing a shot. Butillwe out there every
chance | get, amazed by the hunt.

| am amazed that | have such a fantastic familye-dutstanding kids, a couple of perfect grandebitdand a wonderful
wife. | couldn’t ask for a better family and | aamazed at how blessed | am. No one could ask éoe mWe are happy,
healthy, and we’ve had the good fortune of shasmge amazing adventures.

There was the size of the Pacific, the height efRlockies, the span of the Grand Canyon, the giofeAlaska, the
beauty of Europe and the power of the wildlife iimi¢a. Through it all, | have been amazed thaheugh
communities, countries and cultures differ dranadliyc people really don’t. All of us are pretty ofuthe same, really,
with the same hopes for our family, our friends, country and ourselves. And what is even morezimgds that some
folks seem to have such a difficult time understagdhat.”

| could not have said it better. | hope that eafcyou have had some amazing experiences, anthirat are more to
come. | hope we can all be amazed by the beaudydafary things.

As ever, thanks for all the amazing things you derg day to meet the mission.

Sincerely,
‘Doc”  Dr. WMarny Levers
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